Legal and Medical Aspects of Diverse Gender Identity in Childhood.
Diagnosis of gender identity dysphoria among children and young people appears to be increasing around the developed world. For a small proportion of children, the mismatch between their natal physical characteristics and desired gender causes significant distress. Though there are now accepted medical interventions that can assist in these cases, there is a lack of congruence between clinical practice and legal regimes governing the treatment of children and young people in this area. This article seeks to demonstrate the difficulties that may arise by providing a detailed explanation of medical interventions, juxtaposed with a discussion of the legalities of children's consent in some overseas common law jurisdictions.